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READER'S DIGEST tells the story of the 
Vermont woman who was asked one winter's 
day,if she were comfortable.To which she 
replied,-"No New Englander expects to be 
comfortable in the winter time!" 

Now this state of mind isn't peculiar 
to Vermonters or even to New Englanders 
alone.Letters reach us from all over the 
country to prove our point.But it isa 
fact that the more disagreeable the winter 
season, the more one looks forward to the 
spring.The longer one waits to see the 
first Crocus and Daffodils and Anemones 
appear,the more welcome they are.It is 
to be hoped that all these and more will 
flower for you next spring,in your ow 
garden. 

But while you wait for spring days, 
here's a bit of garden chat to help pass 
the time.Perhaps,if you find something | 
mentioned that interests you,you'll write 
us about it.Our winter days get long, too. 
And if you find plants offered that won't 
be flowering in the spring garden,-or if 
you have no garden to look forward to,- 
there is no better time than the dark 
days of winter to buy them,to plan a 
place for them.You'll make yourself happy. 
You'll make us happy too. 
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PINK HYBRID REGAL LILIES. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 


Elsewhere in this Gossip,we have tried to give a better 
idea of these new colored Lilies,from which this seed has 
been saved.Here it is only necessary to say that while we can- 
not guarantee any results,other than that you will obtain a 
fine Hybrid Regal Lily,we confidently expect that half this 
seed will produce blooms suffused with pink on the inside of 
the flower.We shall flower at least five thousand of these 
same seedlings,this coming summer,in our regular breeding 
program.Every bloom from which this seed was saved in 1948 
was eolored to a good degree,and each was hand fertilized with 
its own pollen.If purchased at once and sown as described else- 
where in this issue,with good average care it is possible to 
flower all the seedlings in 1950. Be the first in your neigh- 


borhood to display these fine new ereations. 


FSR 
WE OFFER SEED AS FOLLOWS. Packets of ten plump seeds,hand sel-~ 
ected, are neieed at G1. OO(one dollar).This price includes del- 


RHR EOI 
VERMECULLTE. 


_ This is the absolutely perfect material for sowing the 

above Lily seed.Directions for use are given elsewhere in this 
Gossip.lt is equally valuable if you sow any other kind of seed. 
Order some today and find how it takes all the trouble out 

of seedling raising. With it we send a box of fertilizer tab- 
lets,to be used in feeding the seedlings.We use these same 
tablets ourselves.They do away with measuring or mixing of 
materials,and are entirely soluble,so that no residue is left 
14) bialalak the nozzles of your sprinkler. 


MICA-GROW VERMICULITE and SOLUBLE FERTILIZER TABLETS. Bag 
holds about one half peck of Vermiculite.Box of 30 tablets. 
POSTPAID anywhere for $1.00(one dollar). 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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LILTas. 


All but a few sorts of the following list of Lilies,are 
in our storage,and may be shipped whenever wanted.This is a 
distinct advantage,as the earlier they can be put into the soil 
the better blooms may be expected.We also wish to call to 
your attention the difference in our grading sizes.Many com- 
petent Lily authorities believe that bulbs less than five inches 
in circumference,do not flower well when transplanted.This does 
not apply to such sorts as the Coral Lily,however. 


FEE KARE EEE RERA IO 


AURATUM. The Gold Banded Lilies did not arrive from Japan so 
that they could be safely sent out to purchasers,last fall. 
Our shipment is in a commercial storage,and will be sent 
to us April first.Orders can be filled after that date, 

This is by far the showiest and most fragrant sort known.A 
single bloom will perfume a large room.The flowers are often 
a foot across,white with a bright golden band down the cen- 
ter of each segment,and spotted brightly with crimson. The 
flowers may appear as early as July,or again will delay wm- 
til September. EXTRA SIZE BULBS,$1.00 each; 3 for $2.75. 


REGALE. The Regal Lily is still very popular,and as it flowers 
earlier than the hybrids of it which follow,it is well to 
plant some with them to increase the length of the period 
when the sweetly scented trumpets,white and yellow within, 
and brown without will be available in the garden,or for 
cutting. STRONG,5/6" bulbs, 40¢ each; 10 for $3.50. 


CHAMPLAIN HYBRIDS. This group contains the results of our work 
over the past several years to produce pink Hybrid Lilies, 
save only that all bulbs showing pink tints have been saved 
out.Iit is the most diverse group we know,is extremely vigor- 
ous,and there is a good range of coloration,tho in the main 
the blooms resemble L.regale. 

5/6" bulbs,50¢ each; 10 for $4.50; 25 for $10.00. 
6/7" bulbs, 75¢ each; 10 for $6.50; 25 for $15.00. 
7/8" Seu Tak for $9.00; 25 for $20.00. 


PRINCEPS. This strain greatly resembles the Regal Lily in 
every way,save that it is about two weeks later,and is apt 
to be taller and stronger.It flowers as a group. 

5/6" bulbs, 40¢ each; 10 for $3.50; 25 for $7.50. 


SHELBURNE HYBRID. This strain is quite diverse, tho it now tends 
to favor L.regale in form of bloom,and coloration.It is 
larger and stronger in every way,with sturdy stems,and the 
foliage usually displays the blood of the L.sargentiae par- 
ent.Its finest characteristic is the fact that it does not 
flower as a group,but rather tends to flower scatteringly 
over a period of nearly a month,if one possesses any real. 
number of bulbs. 5/6", 40¢ each; 10 for $3.50; 25 for $7.50. 


SHELLMAN. These originated as a cross between Shelburne Hybrid 
and L.Geo.C.Creelman.They are very sturdy,with long trumpets 
flaring widely.The color is lighter than on typieal L.regale 
and gives a yellow and gold effect,tho with some brown.For 
garden effect, they are outstanding,as the blooms are held 
well ereet.Our crop was better than expected and we ean offer- 


STRONG 5/6" bulbs, 40¢ each; 10 for $3.50; 25 for $7.50. 
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NEW COLORS IN REGAL LILIES. 


Lilium regale,the Regal Lily,and hybrids 
of it of similar shape and coloration, 
but with differing flowering dates and 
stronger sturdier stems are Americas fav-—- 
orite garden Lilies.And as they became 
more and more popular and increasingly 


-available,many a gardener has wished for 


more varied coloration,for pinks and even 
for reds and yellows.So too have growers. 
and hybridists, thinking either of the 
probable financial returns,or of the even 
greater return in joy of accomplishment 
that would come to the first person to 
announce such new forms.It was inevitable 
therefore that nature, being prone to 
spread its favors freely,when at last it 
chooses to bestow them,should allow not 
one,but several persons to have a first 
sight of the hoped for colored forms at 
about the same time,and in widely different 
parts of the country.Already some mention 
of this has reached the popular press,and 
some bulbs have been offered.We shall not 
attempt to belittle or even comment on 
other strains.But we are ready to tell 
you about our own. 


We have told many times of the chance 
pollination of L.sargentiae with L.regale 
at the hands of Alex Graham,which pro- 
duced the strain we introduced as Shel- 
burne Hybrids.From the first this strain 
showed more widely varying habits than 
any other on the market,and astoundingly 
so in the very first generation.But not 
until 1940 did the first definite color 
break appear.That July,two blooms were 
noted in a bed of several thousand bulbs 
which carried a distinct pink tinge in- 
side the newly opened bloom.This soon 
faded,however,but being now on the watch 
three others soon showed up.The bulbs 
were marked,the pollen used on several 
other hybrid strains,such as L.princeps 
and L.shellman,which is a cross between 
Shelburne Hybrid and L.George C.Creélman, 
and of course it was used back and forth 
between the colored blooms, but with no 
fixed purpose other than to grow a lot 
of seedlings and see what happened. 


In 1941,and again in 1942,we observed 
the original pink forms,and found a few 
more.But in 1942,we also flowered the 
seedlings from the 1940 seed,and we found 
as we had hoped definite evidence that 
the color could be transmitted not only 
to the progeny of the first pink forms, 
but also to other strains,notably the 
shellman,on which pollen had been placed. 
Realizing that we had failed,in that we 
had kept no accurate records,we now 
isolated the pink colored forms,and began 
an accurate program. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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New colors in Regal Lilies,-con. 


LILIES. 


We recognized that the tendency to AMABILE. This fine July flowering Lily should be better known 


fade out,after the flower opened,was one 
of the first things to over come.No 

matter how brightly colored a bloom might 
be on first opening,if it were faded to 
the familiar white and yellow by the end 
of the first day,it could not be truly 
called pink.We also worried that the color 
might prove more intense on our soil,than 
on others,or in a different location.We 
also wanted sturdiness and easy culture, 
and as we noted a tendency of many of the 
brighter colored forms to be of low growth 
and willowy slender-stemmed growth,we 
brought into our crossing L.centifolium 
which is a sturdy giant of the L.regale 
group,and we also used Colchicine in 
varying ways,hoping to obtain changes in 
the chromosomes,to give sturdier growth 
and intensified color.Withn this last,we 
have no proof of value as yet. 


In 1945,having speeded up our seedling 
raising,we selected ten parents,which 
seemed to us to be a step in advance.In 
1946,we selected as many more.Each parent 
bulb was propagated,and planted along with 
its seedling progeny.From this we learned 
which strains increased most easily from 
scales--strangely enough,there is a very 
marked difference here--,and we also had 
an opportunity to determine whether the 
parent continued to display its color- 
ation in succeeding years,while deter- 
mining whether it passed its color on 
to its own seedlings,which in the 1945 
lot had all been self pollenated.Of the 
ten selected in 1945,only one proved a 
good parent,in that its seedlings were 
well over 50% pink,in varying degree..But 
strangely enough, this parent no longer 
showed a good color itself,nor did eight 
others of the chosen ten.Only one of the 
1945 group is now being kept for itself, 
and of this one we now have nearly five 
hundred bulbs in all sizes.Its progeny 
were not of high class,however.Two of 
the 1945 group are being kept for further 
erossing,sinece their progeny showed the 
characteristies we were looking for.The 
1945 group, flowered in 1947,and seed from 
them was sown in November,and will flower 
in 1949.They flowered again in 1948,and 
some further selection was made,after 
which we dug and mixed them all,and they 
were sent out last fall as Champlain Hybrids. 
We are hopefully looking forward to 1949 
and the flowering of the seedlings from 
the best of this group,which we confidently 
expect will give us the highest percentage 
of colored blooms yet obtained,and perhaps 
some especially fine colors.Incidentally, 
doubling has occurred in this group,and in 
a colored form.The seed we offer elsewhere 
in this Gossip,is saved from the best pinks 
appearing in 1948,and is identical with 
that which we shall see flowering in 1949. 


and more largely planted.It is of easy culture,grows to 3! 

or more of height,and will carry six and even more somewhat 
reflexed, bright grenadine-red flowers three inches across. 
While on the order of the Tiger Lily,it is distinct from 
that sort,flowers much earlier,and does not become weedy.It 
may be planted in shrubs of some height or among taller per- 
ennials,to give added color to the midsummer garden. 

STRONG BULBS(in field). 35¢ each; 10 for $3.00; 25 for $6.25. 


CERNUUM. Very much like the Coral Lily,this has somewhat longer 


leaves,and the flowers are lavender pink.We use a well 
drained soil,and plant quite deeply,four and five inches at 
least on light soil.Bulbs are in the field,and have flow- 
ered.The supply is quite limited. 75¢ each. 


CONCOLOR. The Star Lily. This fine sort exists here in a very 


sturdy erect form,resembling that called by E.H.Wilson,L. 
concolor sinicum.The bright orange red segments are well 
spotted with black,and open out guite flat to make a five 
pointed star.While this sort usually carries only three or 
four flowers,we nave had twelve and fourteen on established 
bulbs,and six is common.It will stand 350" high,and is a 
fine thing to use in the front of the border,where it gives 
an extra splash of color in late Jue and July. 

LARGE BULBS, 30¢ each; 10 for $2.50; 25 for $6.00. 


TENULFOLIUM. The Coral Lily has bright coral red Turkscaps, 


which reflex until the segment tips touch the base of the 
flower.It is of a different brightness from that of the Star 
Lily,and displays it differently as well.It is equally fine 
for use in the front of the border,to give color in late 
June and July,and is easily grown and long-lived.The slender 
stem has very fine foliage,and may be 3' tall,while at the 
top from six to twenty flowers dance and glisten. 

STRONG BULBS, 25¢ each; 10 for $2.00; 25 for $4.00. 

FIRST SIZE BULBS, 20¢ each; 10 for $1.50; 25 for $3.00. 


TENULFOLIUM GOLDEN GLEAM. This is ‘a bright golden yellow form 


of the Coral “ily.It is as easily grown,and may be used in 
the same way.Its colors blend with either the Coral Lily 
or the Star “ily,and it is well used as a foil between them. 
STRONG BULBS, 30¢ each; 10 for $2.50; 25 for $5.50. 

FIRST SIZE, 25¢ each; 10 for $2.25; 25 for $5.00. 
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LILIUM HENRYL,var.T.A.HAVEMEYER. Distinct from any of the pre- 


ceding groups,this is a soft yellow form of the Yellow Spe- 
ciosum.The blooms do not reflex as fully as does Henry's 
Lily,and the great flowers are from six to eight inches 
across.They have enough yellow to be distinctive,while not 
being obnoxiously strong.The foliage is good,the stem is 
rather flexible,and staking is to be recommended.On es- 
tablished bulbs of good size,we learn the plant may stand 
even ten feet tatl and will then have a dozen or more blooms. 
It is rare,and a fine garden flower for September. 

Ours are true stock,from the originator,and are in field. 
TOP SIZE BULBS, 6/8"---$5.00 each. 


Strong bulbs, 5/6"~----- 4.00 each. 
Flowering size,4/5"---$2.50 each. 
HIE IOE 
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All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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HARDY GARDEN MUMS. 


In attempting to keep our Mum list up to date,by adding 
frost in this climate,we have had to diseard several sorts 
which we have liked,or have too long and unwieldy a list.We 
have seen blooms of the newcomers,and have carefully checked 
their flowering time.We believe that you will weleome then. 


GOLDEN CARPET. A Bristol Nurseries introduction for 1949, this 
is a distinct new type.It makes a creeping mat of foliage 
to two feet across,and a foot high.The foliage glistens,and 
in mid-September it flowers golden yellow,-perfect little 
globes the full Teor of each stem.Very hardy,as it has 
C.aretieum blood. 22" pots, $1.00 each. 


TAPESTRY. This is a beautiful large flower three inches across 
which opens a gleaming rich pink,and then gently softens to 


a final lovely ashes-of-rose,with a golden flush in the eenter. 


It is fully double,and the plant will grow to two feet.It 
was in full bloom on September 20th,when the blooms we saw 
were picked,and has a good reputation for hardiness.Its 
changing color was an outstanding feature. 24" pots,-$1.cach. 


FEHB OEHHA RHEE 
STANDARD LIST. 


AMELIA. Azaleamum or Pink Cushion.Compact plant, bright pink fls. 
APRICOT GLOW.A Cushion Mum in glowing apricot bronze. 
AUTUMN LIGHTS. A glistening coppery red single,of compact habit. 


BARBARA CUMMING. A good sized,bronzy yellow flower,quite double 
and very early.Grows to 18" tall and is fine for eutting. ‘ 


BUTTERBALL.A soft,informal flower;an early yellow pompon. 


CHIPPEWA. One of the newcomers.Bright aster-purple, semi-double 
flower,opening in early September. 


CHRIS COLUMBUS. Another newecomer.This is a very early white 
decorative pompom,which cuts well thru September. 


EARLY BRONZE. A bright little bronze button,an inch across, 
on a dwarf compact plant,qwite erect.Very hardy and early. 


E.A.WANDER. Huge,sparkling bronzy yellow.Earliest big Mum, 
growing 18" high and fine for cutting. 


FIRE GLOW. Oriental red,changing to a nice bronze red.On the 
Azaleamum order,early and very hardy.Compact,but 18" tall. 


GLACIER. Pure white double flowers in loose clusters on good 
stems for cutting from September first,on. 


JOAN HELEN. Semi double flower of rich rhododendron purple.It 
opens in mid-September, but is scarcely hurt by early frosts 
and was one of the showiest sorts all last fall. 


KING CUSHION. The bronze Azaleamum.Husky and effective. 


LAVENDER LASSIE. Much like a lavender pink Azaleamum,tho a bit 
taller and lesg compact.This is one of the choicest of all 
the September flowering Mums.Not over 2! tall. 


SUNAPEE. Another newcomer,and one of the best for outside cut- 
flowers.Fully double,rich gold pompoms on good stems,to 30" 
tall.Blooms thruout September,and is very hardy. 
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New colors in Regal Lilies,-con. 


We will pause here,to give credit to 
Professor A.Gershoy of the University of 
Vermont,who has listened so closely to 
our talk of these pink lilies,and who has 
sifted the small amount of information 
we eould supply him with,returning to us 
the pertinent facts based on his know- 
ledge of inheritance,which could keep us 
from doing so much useless work. 


Selections made in 1946 were from a 
lot of plants one generation later than 
those from which we picked in 1945.We 
felt that several of them were distinct 
advances,and for the first time were able 
to make combinations of strains of which 
we had records,so that the procedure 
mapped out by Prof.Gershoy could be tested. 
From the start he warned us to drop any 
plant that had a 'fading gene',and this 
we could now do. 1946 produced few seeds 
and propagations were not good that winter 
either.But when the small results flowered 
this summer of 1948,we couldn't believe 
our eyes.Two parents were better when 
propagated than when first selected,one 
lasting pink for five days,and still show- 
ing color when the segments dropped. The 
combination of these two were nearly 100% 
pink, tho neither was as good alone.But 
still another 1946 selection, produced so 
fine a lot of pinks that we marked none, 
but simply dug the entire lot for prop- 
agation. 


Which brings us to the present.We now 
have the following definite results.One 
fine soft pink sort,grown from secales,so 
that all are alike,and in sufficient num- 
bers so that we can hope to offer them 
this fall.We have several bulbs each of 
eight or ten even more brightly colored 
strains,all of which are capable of giving 
seed that will produce almost 100% of 
pink colored forms,together with records 
showing what to expect in a number of 
cases when these selected forms are com- 
bined.We have a ten-petalled form,a huge 
affair,that is flushed pink.And still 
another smaller sort,so brightly colored 
pink, but with a broad golden band down 


each segment,that it looks like an Amaryllis. 


We have several hundreds of pink sel- 
ections from the past two years,which have 
been propagated as a mixed lot.We have 
many thousands of seedlings to flower in 
1949,from which we have every reason to 
expeet fine things.We have a lot of seed 
saved in 1948,to be sown before this reaches 
you.And we also have some fine soft yellow 
forms,of which we will know more next year 
together with a hybrid of L.regale with L. 
auratum,now being increased. Do you wonder 
that we feel we have something to talk 
about,or that we are ready to sell seed? 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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VERMICULITE FOR RAISING SEEDLINGS. 


So much publicity has been given the 
use of expanded mica as a substitute for 
soil for seed flats,and certain other 
horticultural uses that almost everyone 
is aware of it.Not everyone is convinced 
of its value,however,and perhaps some of 
our experiences will be of interest. 


We first read of expanded miea when 
about to sow the first seed of the new 
pink lilies.Laeking a source,we visited 
a local building firm and bought some 
insulating grade.It seemed so coarse 
that we screened it,and used the finer 
material on top of the flats.‘his worked 
well,but is a mistake.A much coarser 
grade gives better results. We now sow 


all the seed we plant under glass in mica. 


We find it ideal for such small seeds as 
Snapdragon,and such coarse large ones as 
Seabiosa and Liatris. For our purpose,we 


use a 12 x 20 inch flat,with a waterproof 


liner in the bottom.A layer of coarse 
gravel is put in this liner and a clean 
small pot is put in the center of the 
flat.Around this we fill in with Vermic- 
ulite,lightly packed down.Water is given 
thru the pot,until the liner is filled 
and the flat leaks.After moisture has 
filled the mica to the top,the seed is 
sown,-fine seed on the surface,and the 
coarser sorts in small trenches or in 
holes in the mica.We do not pack the 
surface, tho we do water it to settle it 
about the larger seeds.This cannot be 


done with the fine seed,as they will float 
about.lhe flat is then covered with glass 


and a paper put over it.As soon as ger- 
mination shows at all,we lift the glass 
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HARDY GARDEN MUMS. 


SEPTEMBER BRONZE. A rich bronze pompom,not large,but 4 vigor- 
ous plant,making a mound two feet across,and a foot or more 
high, literally covered with bloom thruout September. 


SEPTEMBER CLOUD. A white counterpart of the preceding, but not 
as strong growing. 


SEPTEMBER GOLD. The golden yellow form of these 'September Mums’. 


SUPREME YELLOW CUSHION. This is the Azaleamum but in a pure 
soft yellow.By far the best yellow Cushion Mum. 


ALL MUMS ARE STRONG PLANTS FROM 22" POTS AND ARE PRICED 
AT 50¢ each; S(alike) $1.35; 5(alike) $2.00. ANY 5,-$2.25 
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A SELECT LIST OF HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 
All of the plants offered in the list which follows are 
field growin clumps of fair size to flower well this first year. 


PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS,- Single plants, 50¢ each; 3 plants, 
exactly alike,$1.35; 5 plants,exactly alike,$2.00; 10 or more, 
exactly alike,at 35¢ each. 


ACONITUM AUTUMNALE. One of the finest plants for the background 
of the border,where it flowers in September, this Monkshood 
grows to about four feet,sturdy erect stalks,with glossy 
dark green foliage and a terminal spike of soft blue flowers. 


ARMERIA LAUCHEANA. The plant we have under this name may be a 
form of Armeria maritima,as Hortus states.But it is much 
smaller with us than a typical A.maritima,for the rounded 
tuft of narrow,dark green foliage is at most but 6" high, 
and the flower stems only three or four inches higher.Each 
stiff little stem is topped with a rounded flower head, com- 
posed of individual tiny blooms,rich rosy crimson in color. 


Because of its neat compact habit,it is an ideal plant for 
use as a formal edging,and its blooms which appear almost 
all summer do not detract from its value in that use.Ili is 
as well an attractive plant at the front of any low border 
or in the rockery.Best in sun,on poor dry soil. 


an inch or more,to allow air to enter,but 
retain the shade until the seed seems all 
up.Light is then given and as promptly 

as possible,the flat is brought into full 
sun.Moisture is added as needed, thru the 

pot,and as soon as the seedlings are able 


to stand full light,we begin feeding with ARABIS ALBIDA FLORE PLENA. The double flowered Rock-Cress has 


any good soluble fertilizer, continuing 


this at regular intervals wntil the seed- 


lings ean be taken off and put into a 
pot,or other container,in soil. 


For sowing Lily seed,we use the flats 


long been a favored rockery plant,and it is also used at 
the front of the border,where its soft grey foliege is most 
attraetive at all times.The flowers,on short stems above 
the foliage are very double,white,end quite fragrant. 


ASTER FRIKARTI.This fall Aster is known as Wonder of Staefa, 


and it is thought to be a hybrid between A.thomsoni,which 
grows to $!,and A.amellus which is smaller.Both these sorts 
are stiff erect sorts,but the stems of A.frikarti are much 
more slender and the foliage is softer and more attractive. 
The branched stems tend to make a rounded mound,some 2! 
high,and fully as wide,which in late August,and thru Sep- 
tember is covered with soft blue flowers nearly three inches 
across,to make a wonderful display.It is one of the finest 
fall Asters for the border,as it is never weedy. 


but for small lots,we use a common earth- 
ern-ware pan,of five or six inch size, 
such as bulbs are grown in,by the florist. 
Pots are too deep.Any other container, 
four or five inches deep will do,but if 
waterproof,we suggest that it be punched 
with a few holes.A small layer of any 
coarse material is put in the bottom.We 
have used buckwheat coal on occasion.One 
good material is well crushed pottery. 
Over this we spread Vermiculite to within 
a half inch of the top.It is important 
that the container used be clean and well 
scalded,or heated to kill all disease 
organisms, before it is filled. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 


ASTER N.A.ADORABLE. A pink flowered New England Aster of good 
soft color,and easy to grow.No trace of red or purple in 
this one,and it is fairly early, too. 

ASTER N.A.DWARF.This is an exact duplicate of the wild New 
England Aster,save that it grows but two feet high at most. 
It is an attractive plant,not at all like the leggy,tall 
plant from which it originated,of ironclad hardiness and 
the easiest culture.It blooms with or before most Mums,and 
may be used in their stead,where they do not thrive. 

ASTER N.B.BLUE LAGOON. This New York Aster grows three to four 
feet high,and flowers profusely,-tiny odd,soft blue blooms, 
which in some way suggest the rippling waves of a sheltered 
bay.On the whole,this group of Asters doesn't do well here, 
but this one does,and it is really beautiful. 


DIANTHUS ELIZA.A very double,soft pink flower on foot high 
stems,with all the spicy fragrance of the old Clove Pinks. 
Perfectly hardy,and a good plant. 

D.JOHN BALL. A compact tufted plant,with erect stems to one 
foot, the blooms very double,white with a deep red eye.An 
old English sort,known for a hundred years.Very fragrant. 

D.PINK FAIRY. A compact grassy foliaged Pink with very double 
blush pink flowers,the petal tips so finely divided as to 
look almost fuzzy.Flowers profusely on foot high stems. 

D.ROSE CUSHION.Growing to be a foot or more across, but only 
a few inches high,the compact grey mounds of foliage covered 

in June with bright rose pink stars,this is a very fine 
small sort for use as an edging,or in the rockery. 


GEUM BORISII. This hybrid variety is the first to bloom,and 
its bright yellow flowers are carried at the top of two 
foot stems,in July.Grows easily,and makes a tremendous show. 

G.DOLLY NORTH.Rather double,crinkled, bright orange flowers 
on a restrained and smaller plant. 

G. PRINCESS JULIANA.Rich orange flowers,quite large.Flowers 
over a long period.All these Geums brighten the July garden. 


GYPSOPHILA BRISTOL FAIRY. We grow this fine double Baby!s Breath 
on its own roots,believing that it makes a longer lasting 
plant.Good one year old plants, 60¢ each. 

G.ROSY VEIL.A double Gypsophila,with quite pink flowers,on a 
plant growing a foot or so high.Cuts well,all summer. 


HELIANTHEMUM BEN LEDI. The Rockroses are fine for planting in 
dry hot and sunny locations,under which conditions they 
thrive. This has large flowers. Crimson lake in color. 

H.BOULE DE FEU.Small prostrate sort,with fine leaves and very 
double bright red flowers nearly all summer. 

H.BUTTERCUP.More erect than some,this makes a dense mat of 
stems and flowers profusely in a bright yellow. 

H.JOCK SCOTT. Dark green leaves and tomato-red flowers. 

H.WENDELL'S ROSE. Silvery-gray foliage and warm pink blooms. 
A good variety quite distinct from the othezs. 


HEMEROCALLIS ROSALIND.Of all the so-called pink Daylilies that 
we have seen,this comes nearest to being properly described. 
Its color when first open is nearly that of the old Tawny 
Daylily, but as the day advances,it becomes truly rose.We 
have not found it to rampant a grower,and we doubt it will 
ever become the weed that H.fulva sometimes is. $2.50 each. 


IRIS CRISTATA. This small Iris,creeping about to make a close 
mat of interlaced rhizomes,may be used to hold a bank.It 
will thrive in hot dry locations,and persist even in grass. 
The soft blue flowers are surprisingly large,and very 
attractive and long lasting. 
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Vermiculite for raising seedlings, -eon. 


Since we have found it possible to 
grow Lily seed to a considerable sized 
bulb, before removing them from the mica, 
we have marked our flats and other con- 
tainers off in three quarter inch squares. 
At each interseetion,we make a small hole, 
often using the point of a pencil.Rare 
seed is then planted carefully in these 
holes,using a pair of fine forceps and 
putting the seed a quarter inch at least 
into the Vermiculite.In the flats,we 
water as described, but we get as good 
results withthe pans,when they are set 
into a dish of water now and then,and 
fertilizing ean be done the same way. 

And with Lilies,we have found no harm 
in watering the surface as one would 
soil,just being sure that when it is 
done the material is thoroughly wet.It 
is always well to give some water,a 
short time before applying any nutrient 
solution.Under such conditions, the lily 
seedlings can be grown on until they ean 
be planted in the open ground.Much mica 
will cling to the roots,and almost no 
shading or eare other than a good water- 
ing in,is required.It is well to set the 
small bulbs a bit deeper in the soil, than 
they are growing in the flats,even tho 
part of the leaves are covered.After the 
first season's growth is over,we advise 
putting one to two inches more of soil 
over the bulbs as winter proteetion,and 
to give them greater depth the second 
season.We have found that with such a 
method,we flower most of owr Lily seedlings 
the second season. 


Vermiewlite is the answer to the need 
each spring of obtaining soil for growing 
seedlings of all kinds,from Petunias to 
Tomatoes.Just treat it as you would soil, 
remembering two things.First,it holds 
moisture well,and ean be overwatered.Iif 
you treat seed before sowing to kill seed- 
born disease spores,try to remove as much 
of the material as possible before plant- 
ing,as it will be held in the Vermiculite 
and ean do harm.Second,it is an absolutely 
sterile material and almost as soon as the 
seed has germinated,it must be fed.Use 
mild dilutions at first,inereasing as the 
seedlings get larger.And,if they are get- 
ting too large,or spring weather is delayed 
all you have to do is stop feeding,and once 
your seedling has passed a certain stage, 
it will last indefinitely in the mica,if 
watered, wmtil you ean get a ehance to plant 
it out.This may not be a recommended prac- 
tlee,but we have used it more than once 
on Tomatoes,with no apparent harn. 


We are using Vermiculite in other ways 
notably for storing well dried Lilies.In 
most eases it is an ideal material, tho 
we have not tried it in all the recommended 
ways,and would hesitate to advise.But 
for raising seedlings,it is indeed an 
answer to a gardeners prayer. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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VIOLAS AND PANSIES. 


A bit of research discloses that no 
real mention of these two has been made 
in the Gossip for a number of years.They 
have long been favorites of ours,and it 
is time we made it known again. 


There are innumerable Viola species. 
But the two whieh we are now considering 
are V.tricolor,the Garden Pansy; and V. 
eornuta,the Tufted or Bedding Viola.It is 
usually conceded that the plants we know 
under these name may contain the blood of 
some other species,but they are essentially 
what we have called them.Pansies are the 
best known,of course.They are perennial, 
but are usually treated as a biennial, be- 
ing produced from seed sown in summer and 
may be expected to give their best flowers 
the suceeeding spring.They usually suffer 
during hot weather, but if mulched,cut back 
and given extra moisture,they will flower 
most of the summer.The most important point 
about Pansies is to see that only the best 
seed strains are used,to secure the finest 
colors,the largest blooms,and the most eom- 
paet and attractive plants.Because they 
are so easily raised from seed,that is the 
best way to produce them,and in fact it is 
not easy to produce a good plant in any 
other way. 


On the other hand,the typical V.cornuta 
is a perennial,and it may be readily in- 
ereased by taking off the rooted suekers 
which come up from beneath the soil,about 
the erown.Many fine sorts may be raised 
from seed,treating them like Pansies.But 
over the years many outstanding and varied 
forms have been selected,whieh being so 
easily increased asexually,have made it 
possible to use them for bedding.Some 
sorts now in commerce have been grown for 
a hundred years.Moreover,the best Violas 
flower well thruout the summer, especially 
if given slight extra care,and will come 
up for years,if the precaution of annual 
late summer division is followed. 


The ideal soil for either of these is 
a fairly light or medium loam,on the damp 
side,tho not wet.Into such a soil may be 
worked all the rotted leaves,or similar 
decaying organic matter that it will hold. 
Peatmoss is good also.Such a soil,and the 
habit of the plants make them susceptible 
to attacks by slugs.A very little powdered 
alum scattered on the surface about the 
plants will repel them,and there are good 
proprietary controls as well. 


All of these plants belong in the front 
of the border.Pansies are ideal spring 
edgings,in which 'mums may be planted in 
June,for fall flowers.Violas are larger, 
should not be crowded,and if given space 
will be a sheet of color all summer,with 
eare.And of course,the formal bed of color 
designs,or solid masses,was just made for 


both these plants,which can be attractive 
even when out of flower. 
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HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 


IRIS FLAVISSIMA. This is also known as I.arenaria.The foliage 
is about. 6" high,very narrow.The extremely large yellow 
flowers on stems to 6" tall,appear very early in spring. 

I.RUBRO-MARGINATA. Hortus gives I.mellita for this,and we have 
never been sure that our plant is correctly named. The brown 
purple flower color is correct, but it differs materially 
from I.pumila in foliage.Hach little leaf curls itself over 
backward,and looks like a tiny scimeter.These leaves have 
a peculiar blue green cast,and are slightly reddish edged 
which we have always understood was the reason for the name. 


LIATRIS PYCNOSTACHYA ALBA. This, the WHITE flowered Blazing 
Star is still one of the most uncommon plants for the hardy 
border.Only a few hundred plants are known to exist.It is a 
counterpart of of the common Gayfeather,save in color.Fine 
for contrast,and useful in late summer bouquets. $1.25 each. 


PENSTEMON PINK SPRITE. Two years ago,we noted two plants in 
a bed of Penstemon Pink Beauty,which,while identical in all 
other ways,refused to grow over two feet tall at most,in- 
stead of the usual four or five.They were increased,and 
this year they still refuse to grow tall.Now we have a nice 
lot of them,and we hope you'll try a few.We've always liked 
Pink Beauty for cutting, but this is fat better for the stems 
are slender and graceful,while short and useful,and there 
are many of them even on a small plant. 


PHLOX DIVARICATA SNOWFLAKES. This is the finest white form of 
the blue Canadian Phlox, that we know.It flowers on foot 
high stems,and great profusion,in May,and has attractive 
foliage at all times.We can ship as early as possible to 
dig,strong field grown plants which will flower well this 
year.ORDER FOR EARLY SHIPMENT,May is too late. 


PYRETHRUM CANDYSTICK. Truly a Painted Daisy.A large single 
flower on a strong plant.White raypetals are stained red 
on the outside,giving a striped effect. 

DAINTY.A bright pink double sort,from the West Coast. 60¢ ea. 
DOUBLE ROSS. This,from an unknown source,is well described. — 

ELLEEN MAY R ROBINSON. A semi--double flower, of large size,in 
an even light rose pink color.Fine sturdy plant. 60¢ each. 

HELEN. A perfectly formed,fully double flower of good size 
“ina delightful shade of bright rose pink.Grows easily, 
flowers profusely,never produces malformed blooms,and will 
often flower seatteringly all summer,at least on young 
plants.Introduced by us. 60¢ each; 10 for $5.00. 

P.MRS.C.BE. BECKWITH. A fine large double pure white. $1.00 each. 

P.MRS.D.C.BLISS. A single or semi-double flower,not large but 
“nicely formed,with blunted petals,and carried on wiry stems 
above a fine foliaged plant.The color is different,an wn- 
usual shade of bright orange pink.When cut as it opens, the 
color holds well in the house, but will fade in bright sum- 
light.Beeoming more and more popular. 

P.VICTORIA. A tall,strong growing, bright red single sort,with 
extra petals to make a good sized flower of wusual sub- 
stance.It is one of the best for cutting,is permanent and 
long-lived as a plant,and brightens the whole garden. 


P. DAINTY 
P. 
P. 
Pp. 


RANUNCULUS MONTANUS. This tiny Buttercup,grows at most,even 
when in flower,not over three inches tall.The foliage is 
glossy dark green,and makes a compact mound.The bright 
yellow flowers are unusually large.It likes a damp spot, 
as do all Buttereups,and can be well used in any spot where 
water drips,to provide a soil cover,and beauty as well.Yet 
it will grow and flower nicely on quite dry soil.Attractive 
at all times,even in winter. 50¢ each. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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PANSIES. 


Pansies are usually sold so cheaply that many find it hard 
to realize that there are varying standards of value.But seed 
prices range from $5. to $16. per ounce,and if the two extremes 
are compared, the reason is clear.Moreover,most basket plants 
are untransplanted seedlings,with an inadequate root system, 
and a stringy small top.A well grown transplanted one is from 
four to six inches wide,with many stems.We have exceptionally 
fine plants in our frames.Try them,and be convinced of their 
value.However,we urge early ordering and early as possible 
shipping.The plants do not handle well in hot weather. 


SWISS GIANTS MIXED. Widest possible range of colors,and blooms 
to three or more inches across. 10 for $1.00; 100 for $8.00 


see Se 


ALPENGLOW. Rich wine red shades. 
BERNA. Dark violet blue. 
CORONATION GOLD. Deep golden yellow. 
ORANGE. Vivid orange and golden yellow(Only 10 to a customer). 
RASPBERRY ROSE. Deep Loree rose,to rose pink. 
SWISS BLUE. (Thuner Sea).Veep ultramarine blue. 
WHITE. Large,pure colored sort,without blotches. 
- SeeHeHHEEHE 


VIOLAS. 


JERSEY GEM. This is the true variety,a fine blue purple sort, 
with flowers of moderate size held well above the fine 
small follage,which a clear green,on three to four inch 
stems.Each bloom has the petals slightly twisted,which gives 
the flower a ‘perky! effect.It begins blooming in April 
with us and even without picking continues until November, 
save for the hottest and dryest summer months,and with extra 
care,it will flower even then.One of the best for edgings. 


JERSEY JEWEL. Almost identical to Jersey Gem,save that the color 
is rather more reddish,and the flowers held a little higher 
above the plant.It is the best hot weather sort,and is a bit 
slower to begin flowering in the spring.Fine compact habit. 


EITHER SORT,above,35¢ each;3 for $1.00;5 for $1.25;25 for $5.00. 


MAGGIE MOTT. The plant is somewhat larger than the two above, 
and a bit more sprawly.Nor does it flower as well in hot 
weather.But during the spring,and with extra care thru the 
summer,a good plant will be a two foot wide mound, covered 
with soft lavender blue flowers,nearly two inches wide,and 
sweetly fragrant.No other sort is quite like it. 


ROYAL PURPLE. This Canadian sort will flower all summer, and 
it begins very early.It is a giant in comparison to Gem and 
Jewel,for the mature plant is two feet across and a foot 
high,while each huge purple bloom would make more than two 
of these smaller sorts.Fine for picking,and a wonderful 
eenter for a bed to be edged with Maggie Mott. 


THE ABOVE TWO SORTS ARE 35¢ each;3 for $1.00;10 for $3.00. 
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THE MANAGER'S DESK. 


I made a determined effort this time 
to avoid having to write this column,and 
to convinee my associates that they too 
had messages for you. But the Secretary 
said she had to write a lot of letters 
anyway,answering the questions and com- 
ments that I'm continually asking you to 
send us. The Landscape Architect said that 
no one ever read anything he wrote anyway 
and particularly on his Estimate Sheets, 
and he had no intention of finding out if 
this too would have to be explained in per- 
son. As for the Greenhouse Foreman,he's 
too busy anyway,propagating the new pink 
Lilies,-or so he says. 


So,-anyway-,here I am again to remind 
you that the prices of the plants we offer 
are postpaid to your door,at the priees 
noted,except that west of eertain states, 
we require an additional 5% ,2s is explained 
at the foot of each page.We guarantee that 
plants will reach you in a living condit- 
ion,and will cheerfully replace any that 
do not,if we are immediately notified.If 
you have any doubt,write us at once,and 
put the plants in the ground.Oftentimes 
we can judge as to the probable results 
and in doubtful cases,you thus register 
a claim,so that later,-if they ‘do fail to 
grow-,you can report and reeeive a credit 
or a replacement.We cannot be responsible 
for the plant which arrives in good shape 
but fails to grow. 


There are some things we cannot do.We 
cannot ship plants in the spring until the 
ground thaws,which may be any time from 
March 20th,to April 15th.Nor ean we be 
responsible for prompt delivery by the 
mails.I try to get packages off with a 
minimum of delay,after the plants are dug, 
but we now have one train out a day,in- 
stead of the four that took Parcel Post 
twenty years ago.The Postage Meter helps 
and we will gladly ship Special Handling 
if you will add from 10¢ to 25¢ to your 
remittance,based on the size of your order. 
We will refumd unused postage,or if you 
wish us to ship Express,we will ship Col- 
lect,and refund the exact postage charge. 


To the best of my knowledge,all our 
plants of all kinds are true to name.But 
we operate under the standard guarantee 
of the A.A.N.,and will not be responsible 
for more than the purchase price of 
the plant,if it proves wtrue. 


Postage rates are to increase next 
year says todays paper.If the Gossip is to 
continue to be mailed,you must increase 
your buying.This is not a threat, but a 
statement of fact. 


Gardenside Nurseries, Inc. 
Shelburne, Vermont 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 


